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Actually, 1853 thousand sheep (1378 thousand milked sheep) are farmed in Albania. About 28 % of the sheep
population are the Tsygaia breed and its crossbreeds, 9.2 % are the Merino breed and its crossbreeds, 12 % are cross-
breeds with other different imported breeds, local sheep named Rrecka present about 23 % of the total sheep popula-
tion and other autochthonous sheep breeds, like Ruda, Bardhoke, Shkodrane, Baca — located in the North and North
East/West, and Syka of Mati, Lara of Polisit in central regions of Albania consist of 27.5 %. The imported breeds like
Il de France, Chios, Awasi constitute about 0.3 %. The annual sheep wool production evaluates about 3.8 thousand
ton. The structure of wool quality is 15.7 % thin wool (merinos and their crosses), 27.1 % half thin wool (Ruda, Tsi-
gaia and their crosses) and 57.2 % harsh wool (local breeds). The most part of wool produced by local sheep breeds
is the coarse type. Only the wool of the Ruda sheep breed is of the half thin type, with 12-—14 cm hair length and 30—
33 micron diameter of hair. Most of the Albanian wool is sold for export very cheaply, direct after shearing (not
graded, not washed), some is simply incinerated. The farmers get a smaller part of their own wool carded. Afterwards
it is hand spun and used for weaving or knitting. The coarse wool is used for kelims and carpets. The finer wool is
used for knitting. In Albania it is a tradition carding, dyeing, hand spinning, weaving and knitting the wool to be
done in small enterprises and home conditions. The elder generation knows how to handle the wool, but it is a dwin-
dling tradition. Only a small and decreasing market for traditional wool products, such as traditional Albanian hats,
kelims and knotted carpets exists. The support of farmers community to build up a market for modern wool produc-
tion as small or medium scale enterprises and home production, then selling the products from specialized shops in
bigger towns, and especially for the bigger enterprises, to end up with export is one of the important objectives of the
Albanian National Action Plan for conservation and sustainable economic use of FAnGR. According to the National
Action Plan to develop wool processing into finished end-products for sale, is necessary to look into small issues as
sheep breeding at a farm level, development of breeding strategies, training farmers in sheep husbandry practices,
grading the wool, scouring the wool, support to SMEs working with wool processing, training men/women in wool
processing, design of products, marketing and bookkeeping.
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MMPOU3BOJCTBO HA BOJIHA BO AJIBAHUJA

Bo Anbanuja Bo dapmcku ycnosu ce oarneaysaar 1.853.000 osmu (1.378.000 monzuu oBum). Oxomy 28% ox
MoIyJIanyjaTta Ha OBIM OTIara Ha pacaTa IUraja M pacuTe JOOMEHH CO HEj3MHO BKPCTYBamEe CO Apyru pacu, 9,2%
oTmara Ha pacaTa MEpHHO M pacuTe JOOMEHM CO HEj3MHO BKPCTYBame CO IPYTH pacu, 12% ormara Ha pacu JoOHeHU
CO BKPCTYBam€ CO JPYTd pa3IUYHM yBe3eHU pacu. JIokanHaTa oBLla HapeueHa pedka IpeTrcraByBa okoiy 23% ox
BKyITHATa IOITyJalja Ha OBLH, a IPYTUTE aBTOXTOHM pacy OBIH, KaKo IITO ce pyaa, Oaprmoka, IIKoipaH, Oaka —
JOIMpaHH HA CEBEp M CEBEPOHCTOK/3amax, u cuka on Martu, mapa ox [lomment (LeHTpanaHUTE pEernoHu Ha
Anbannja) ce npercraBeHn co 27,5%. YBe3eHnTe pacu Kako ITO ce Wi Je (paHC, XMOC, aBacH ce NPETCTaBeHH CO
0,3%. I'ogumHOTO HPOW3BOACTBO Ha BOJHA M3HecyBa okony 3,8 mimjaxu ToHH. CTpyKTypaTa Ha KBaINTETOT Ha
BonHaTa € 15,7 % TeHka BoJHA (MEPHHO M HEj3MHUTE BKPCTEHH pacH), 27,1% moiyreHka BoiHa (pyna, ouraja u
HUBHHUTE BKPCTCHU pacH) u 57,2% rpyba BonHa (JokaimHUTe pacu). Hajromemuot menm ox BoysHATa HpOU3BEIECHA OJ
JIOKaJIHUTE PacH OBLM € OJ] TUIOT rpyOa BosHa. CaMo BOJHATA OJ OBLATA PyJa € O THIOT IOJYTEHKA BOJHA, CO
JOJDKMHA Ha BIAKHOTO 12-14 cM m co aujamerap Ha BiakHOTO oX 30—33 Mmuxponu. Hajromem nmenm ox BoiHaTa BO
Anbannja ce u3Be3yBa I10 MHOTY HHCKa ILIEHA, BEIHAII [0 CTPIXKEmeTo (03 MPEeTXOAHO KiIacHpame, Ieperme) Nin
€[IHOCTaBHO ce u3ropysa. @apMmepure UMaaT Maja yjaora Bo npepaboTkaTa Ha BojHaTa. Toa € payHa oOpaboTka u
BOJIHATa Ce YyIOTpeOyBa 3a TKaere Wi IUIeTeke. | pybaTa BoIHA ce KOPUCTH 3a KWMMH 1 Tenvcy. [logunara BonHa
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ce KOPHUCTHU 3a IUleTelke. Bo AnbaHuja € TpaaWiija BO Majd NPETIpHjaTHja U BO JOMAIIHHU YCIIOBH JIa C€ BPIIH
Yyenuiame, 00eHke, pauHO MpPEACHEe, TKaCHhe W IUICTCHC Ha BOJHATA. [locTapuTe reHepanyy 3HaaT Kako J1a paKyBaaT
CO BOJIHATa, HO TOA € TpajJuidja Koja MOCTENEeHO HcYe3HyBa. [locTojaT camMo Manu ma3apu 3a TPaJHIUOHATHH
BOJIHCHU TPOM3BOJY (TPaJWIMOHAIHY aIOAHCKU KaIli, KUJIMMU W YBOpecTH KmwiuMu). [loanpiikara Ha gapmepure
3a u3rpanda Ha mazap 3a MOJCPHO IPOM3BOJCTBO Ha BOJIHA, KAKO M HA MaJId WIH CPEIHH NPETIpHjaTHja H MPO-
HM3BOJICTBO BO JIOMAIIIHK YCIIOBH, ITOTOA MPOJaK0a HA MPOU3BOAM BO CICHHUjaIM3UPAHU MTPOJABHHUIN BO TOTOJIEMHTE
TpaZoBH, a CHCNHWjaTHO 3a IMOTOJEMHU NPETIPHjaTHja, BKIy4yBajKd IO W3BO30T, € CIHA OJl HAjBAKHHUTE IICIH HA
ambanckoT HanuoHaneH akIMOHEH IUIaH 3a 3allTHTa W OApXKIMBa ekoHOMcka ymorpeba Ha FAnGR. Cmopexn
HanmonanHHOT aKIMOHEH TUIAaH HEOMXOIHO € 3a MpepaboTKa Ha BOJHATA BO 3aBPIIHU MPOIYKTH 3a mpoaaxOa aa ce
3eMaar TpelBU Mald I0jIOBHM HEINTa — OATJICAyBak¢ HAa OBIM HAa HUBO Ha (hapMa, pa3Boj Ha CTpaTerduul 3a
oIrienyBame, 00yka Ha (hapMepH, KIIaCHpamke Ha BOJTHATA, IIEPEHhe Ha BOJIHATA, moipimka Ha SMEs kou paborar co
npepaboTKa Ha BOJIHATA, 00yKa HA MaKH W KCHU 3a npepaboTka Ha BOJIHATA, AM33jH HA MPOHM3BOANTE, MAPKETUHT U
MaTWUYHO KHUT'OBOJACTBO.

Kay4ynu 360poBu: OBIa; IpepaboTKa HA BOJIHA; MApKETHHT

INTRODUCTION

There is a very old tradition for sheep farm-
ing in Albania. Today’s evolution and distribution
of different sheep types and breeds is the result of
development and change that took place over the
past fifty years. Uncontrolled crossbreeding be-
tween different breeds, continuous changes of
crossing schemes and its objectives have led to the
existence of a great genetic variability within the
sheep population. In particular this situation is
emphasized in the sheep population located in the
lowland that constitutes about 25 — 30 %. During
the period from 1960 to 1990 that population was
crossed with different types of the Merino breed.
Today the meat sheep breed such as Ile de France
is the most available. Local breed population of
hilly areas of Albania and small populations of
mountainous areas unless the Northern part of Al-
bania constituting about 40 % of the total ones,
during 30 years were crosses with different types
of the Tsigai and the Awasi breeds. Recently, the
Chios breed imported by Greece is being used to
crossings (Kume, K., 2006),

Actually, 1853 thousand sheep (1378 thous-
and milked sheep) are farmed in Albania. About
28 % of the sheep population is the Tsygaia breed
and its crossbreeds, 9.2 % are the Merino breed
and its crossbreeds, 12 % are crossbreeds with
other different imported breeds. The local sheep
breed named Rrecka presents about 23 % of the
total sheep population. This breed is almost locat-
ed in all mountainous and hilly areas of central and
southern Albania. Other autochthonous sheep bre-
eds, like Ruda, Bardhoke, Shkodrane, Baca, lo-
cated in the Northern part of Albania, and Syka of
Mati, Lara of Polisit, located in the central regions
of Albania, consist of 27.5 %. The imported breeds
like Il de France, Chios, Awasi constitute about

0.3 %. The annual sheep wool production evalua-
tes about 3.8 thousand ton (Statistical Yeardbook,
2003, 2008, MoAFPC).

SHEEP POPULATION, FARM SIZES
AND PRODUCTION

According to the Statistical data of the Min-
istry of Agriculture, Food and Consumer’s Protec-
tion, the population size and sheep production in
Albania has not significant changes during the pe-
riod from 1997 to 2008 (Tab. 1).

Table 1

Trend of size population and production*

Item 1997 2000 2003 2005 2008
Population sheep (1000) 1982 1939 1903 1760 1883
Milked sheep 1453 1448 1441 1312 1438
Milk production (000 tons) 69 70 74 75 76
Wool production (000 tons) 3.2 3.4 34 35 38

*Statistical data — MoAFCP

Based in size populations of the local sheep
breeds population (Tab. 2) it may be judged that,
in general, these populations are not endangered,
in not a risk status. The “Shkodrane” and the “Lara
e Polisit” are at a critical level, only. As a matter
of fact, as a consequence of the whole lack of pro-
grams for conservation and management the ge-
netic erosion in these populations is significant.
Among factors of the most negative influences is
the use of uncontrolled rams for natural insemina-
tion. The insufficient level of knowledge of farm-
ers, the lack of information and cooperation among
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them to exchange rams, the flocks of high inbreed-
ing percentage are encountered (Kume, K. et al.,
2003).

Table 2

Sze and trend of the number
of local sheep breed populations

Breed Number  Trend in the number
Recka 287540 V¥ Decreasing

Ruda 87640 =—Stable

Bardhoke 44150 A Increasing
Shkodrane 524 V Decreasing

Bace 18754 = Stable

Lara e Matit 3430 A Increasing

Lara e Polisit 372 V¥ Decreasing

The actual structure of the farms’ size ac-
cording to the number of animals and the wool
production is shown in Tab. 3.

Table 3

The farm structure based on the number of ewes
and wool production

Item Number of %  Wool production
farms /family/year (kg)
Number of sheep 240537 65.1 -
With 1 — 10 ewes 44956 12.2 <35
11-30°¢ 58258 15.8 36100
31-50°¢ 17895 4.8 101 -170
51-100 4566 1.2 171 - 350
101 —-200 « 2491 0.7 351-700
More than 201 « 786 0.2 >700
Total 369489 100

Maced. J. Anim. Sci., 2 (2) 143-148 (2012)



146 L. Papa, K. Kume

The characteristics of wool production for
different local breeds and crossbreeds are shown in
Table 4.

According to the Statistical data of MoAFCP,
the production of coarse type wool, in 2008, is
about 57 % and 43 % of the total wool production
is the wool of thin / half thin type (Tab. 5).

Most of the Albanian wool is sold for export
very cheaply, direct after shearing (not graded, not
washed)- some is simply incinerated. The farmers
get a smaller part of their own wool carded. Af-
terwards it is hand spun and used for weaving or
knitting. Most of it is rather coarse and is used for
kelims and carpets. The finer wool is used for knit-
ting.

Table 4
Characteristic of wool
Breed Characteristic of wool production*
Yield Wool’s length  Diameter of fibre =~ Uniformity of wool — Type
(kg) (cm) (W (%)
Rrecka 1.2 16-17 40-44 40 Coarse
Ruda 1.6 12-14 30-33 26 Half thin
Bardhoka 2.4 20-22 50-55 32 Coarse
Shkodrane 2.8 35-45 70-75 50 Coarse
Baca 2.5 25-30 50-55 35 Coarse
Syka e Matit 1.2 13-15 42-45 35 Coarse
Lara e Polisit 2.2 15-18 4045 38 Coarse
Tsygai crosses 2.5 6-10 25-30 25 Half thin
Merino crosses 3.8 5-8 20-25 15 Thin
*Estimation data
Table 5
The type of wool
Type of wool Quantity Thinness Length
(tons) (W (cm)

Thin wool (Merinos and their crosses) 600 20-25 5-8

Half thin wool (Ruda. Tsigaia and their crosses) 1030 25-33 6-14

Coarse wool (native breeds) 2170 35-50 1240

WOOL PROCESSING AND MARKETING

Four years ago a survey in the same districts
in the hilly and mountainous areas of Albania,
where most of the sheep population was found,
with the support of IFAD — Albanian representa-
tive and Mountain Areas Financial Fund (MAFF)
— Albania, was carried out (Arbirk, M. Danea,
2004). The main conclusions of this survey are as
follows:

a) Wool processing enterprises

In all the regions wool processing enterprises
were founded e.g. for carding, dyeing, kelim weav-

ing, knotted carpets, hand spinning, one spinning
mill (only), hand-knitting, tailoring and some
home industries for preparing weddings.

Only in the Kukes region (the Northe East of
Albania) a felt maker was met and another heard
of. Felting is a dwindling industry, which is tradi-
tionally carried out by men producing felt hats.

In all the regions there are possibilities to en-
courage development in the wool processing in-
dustry, especially to support development of felt-
ing and other manual processing, like knitting ma-
chines, production of more types of clothes, etc.

The owners of carding and spinning enter-
prises were knowledgeable and skilled. They had
difficult business condition, with a small market
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for their business. Often they did not even work
every day.

b) Traditional and potential market for wool
products

Only a small and decreasing market for tradi-
tional wool products, such as traditional Albanian
hats, kelims and knotted carpets, exists.

A local market in the mountain regions and in
the bigger towns for selling wool products hardly
exists. The wool is expect for carding, mostly han-
dled and used by the sheep owners themselves.

It is a realistic idea to build up a market for
modern wool production taking place in the dis-
tricts as small or medium scale enterprises and
home production, then selling the products from
specialized shops in the bigger towns, and espe-

cially for the bigger enterprises, to end up with
export .

It is necessary to support all the initiatives for
development of smaller enterprises and home pro-
duction such as:

— modern design in felt clothing and accesso-
ries, other felt things for homes, including felting
of kitted wool material,

— knitting yarn, knitted clothes and knitted
material,

— modern design of kelims and carpets, bed
covers and rugs, wool duvets and pillows. And de-
velopment of bigger enterprises for production of:

— wool mattresses,

—industrial felt, including the use for insu-
lating purposes.

¢) Thelocal production potential

Everywhere there is a tradition of small en-
terprises and homer production in carding, dyeing,
hand spinning, weaving and knitting the wool. The

Maced. J. Anim. Sci., 2 (2) 143-148 (2012)

elder generation knows how to handle the wool,
but it is a dwindling tradition.

The number of unemployed young women is
large. They have a big interest for learning a trade
and start in production.
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The potential of progressive and development
— oriented women, who want to start their own
businesses as entrepreneurs and employ young
women, was noted. The women want education,
equality and independence.

In accordance with the quality of the wool,
there is a big variety of end-products, which might
possibly be produced. The fine wool can be used
to develop clothes and accessories, which are in
direct touch with the body, the half fine can be
used for knitting dewaters, rugs, plaids slippers
etc., and the coarse wool for interior designs like
carpets, kelims and also fabrics of different kinds
of furniture etc.

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

The wool production in Albania estimates —
about 1.2 kg wool/capita/year. The lack of possi-
bilities for processing and marketing are the fac-
tors that for farmers this is an undesirable product.

In order to develop wool processing into fin-
ished end-products ready for sale there is a need

for coordinate efforts in many different aspects of
wool production and processing.

Support to SMEs working with wool proc-
essing, training of men/women in wool processing,
design of product, marketing and bookkeeping
should be started as soon as possible.

A Coordinating Unit for development of wool
processing and marketing of wool products should
be established.
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